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Treasurer's Report. 


To THE Town oF Mapison: 

In compliance with Chapter 40, Section 10, of the Gen- 
eral Laws of the State of New Hampshire, I herewith submit 
a report of all my financial transactions as Town Treasurer 
during the financial year ending February 15, 1911. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance in treasury as per last report, $ 814 74 
Railroad tax, 112 19 
Savings bank tax, 214 61 
Literary fund, : 68 67 
School fund, 272 00 
Received from state for cleaning fish screen, 28 00 

“ selectmen from John M. Ward estate 
in trust, for care of burial lot, 100 00 

S. D. Gilman, it being amount deposited by candi- 
dates for moderator and supervisors, 4 00 
Roscoe G. Greene, collector, 4,670 70° 
Sydney D. Gilman, town clerk, dog license, 73 80 
$6,448 71 
DIBURSEMENTS. : 
Solon A. Carter, state treasurer, $ 426 00 
No. 179 Edgar L. Mills, county treasurer, S15 t5e 
“42 Sydney D. Gilman, school treasurer, 50 00 
ees 79 % \ 7 450 00. 
93 . . 5 100 00 
e181 : r 200 00 
“194 * 2 < 300 00 
“ 196 os i a 200 00 
“201 “ & vi 150 00 
P2202 ‘ a 150 00 
223 % - ¢ 65 17 


$2,606 69 
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STATE HIGHWAY. 


Tyler & Kennett, 
“ sé 


BREAKING ROADS, 


Irving C. Kennett, 
Frank G. Ward, 
Daniel C. Ward, 
R. P. Thurston, 
George W: Mason, 
Jonathan Tyler, 

C. J. Chamberlain, 
Steven Stacy, 
George A. Nickerson, 
Herbert E. Chick, 
Henry Harmon, 
H. J. Pascoe, 
Elmer Harmon, 
John L. Frost, 

I. W. Frost, 
William Long, 


D. L. Harmon, 


Waldo G. Lowd, 
Bert Bickford, 
N. K. Forrest, 
Walter Kennett, 
Robert Drew, 
B. F. Bickford, 
K. ESeroyt, 


Elibeous Frost, shoveling snow, 
Se 


Almon Stacy, 
George Allard, 
George A. Lyman 


$ 50 
150 


O00 
00 


100 00 


57 
143 


60 
19 


$500 


$ 50 
51 


$619 


79 


00 

63 
25 
00 
00 
50 
10 
00 
75 
00 
60 
00 


38 


51 Elmer Harmon, surveyor, paid Wilbur Harmon, $ 


101 
102 
105 
110 
111 


41 George A. Nick 


49 
157 
24 
52 
109 
92 
147 
148 
149 
150 
1504 
176 
58 
57 
56 
55 
53 
54 
90 
39 
89 
88 
87 
86 
85 
84 
38 
37 
36 
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“e 


ee ‘ 


“ce ce 


William Long, 


“ce 


ts 


Frank G. Ward, 


ee ‘ 


“e sé 


W. G. Lowd, 


sé 


Henry Harmon, 
~ I. W. Frost, 

5: Joel Harmon, 
Will Jenness, 
for himself, 


“cc 


erson, work on highway, 
‘ ce “é 


surveyor, paid D. C. Ward, 


“ S. F. Stacy, 

‘“ D. Foster, 
Preston Allard, 
“Fred Allard, 


John Pearson, 
“  B. F. Bickford, 
Bert 
“Fred re 
himself, 


e “ec 


E. L. Drew, 
Joshua Chesley, 
N. K. Forrest, 
Chas. Lyman, 
‘Chas. Mason, 
Leslie Drew, 
Chas. Lyman, 
“Chas. Mason, 
Leslie Drew, 
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Elwin Drew, surveyor, paid Dan Fickett, 


. if ey J. E. Burke, 
4 * z John Pearson, 
eee “Fred Tyler, 
Harry Alley, work on highway, 
I. C. Kennett, . * 
N. M. Nason, surveyor, paid I. C. Kennett, 
. 3 “Wm. Long, 
rh “i . ‘* —W. G. Lowd, 


7 . is ‘Fred Bickford, 
John Pearson, © 
‘ ‘ % “David Hurd, 
Valentine Jenness, 

a a A ‘Bert Bickford, 

2: ff . “John Purcell, 

‘ ae ¢" "; A. 1. Bane 
ute : ve “Mark Nickerson, 
Jessie Hurd, 
to himself, 
Willis Twombly, work on highway, 
R. P. Thurston, . a 
H. C. Harriman, 
A. C. Kennett, 
Fred Allard, 
John H. Pearson, 
James Hurd, 
Fred Tyler, 
Henry Harmon 
Charles A. Gray, 
John G. Coughlin 
Jonathan Tyler, 
E S. Nickerson, 


Arthur Balch, 


Ernest E. Kennett, 
sé “eé 


14 88 


= 
CWO OV AAD Ch 06-9 Cnt Or OCA ONIN 10-4D 

co) 

-) 


26 00 
14 00 


160 
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168 Robert K. Chick, surveyor, work on highway, 36 
186 7 ° ; 4: n 1 
69 : ‘ ™ paid G. R. Nickerson, 7 
70 a 3 2 ees. A: a 5 
71 * ‘ ‘5 “Will Granville, 6 
169 id a ‘4 “ H. E. Chick, 6 
170 : if 2 “ W.C. Granville, 4 
171 ¥ i rs “TT. C. Pearson, 
ESS ey . a ; z “H.C. Harriman, 1 
59 B. F. Bickford, *s “Fred Clayton, 10 
a60'> ™ yi . “David Hurd, .* 15 
oe % % “Leslie Emerson, 4 
ee + . “Fred Bickford, 4 
oh. “i iy MeeBert - “ 9 
Seal ‘ “Valentine Jenness, 4 
Ce ae ea f i ‘Leslie Emerson, 1 
Ce aa : . “himself, 
144 “ cf i “Fred Clayton, 
a eee . : “himself, 19 
141 ‘“ “6 ‘“ “ 6“ ee 
188 < af ee ee (74 8 
67 John L. Frost, i “Will Ferrin, 5 
68 * " John Percell, 5 
74 : . “John Pearson, 7 
75 “ ; $ “A. Balch, 7 
76 Ries ee 4 “. I, W.. Frost, 7 
ars: > ve ~ “JO: Geary, 16 
133 ¥ aig i Siete 4 
135 a . : aero ennettss: aidO 
165 : * PETA Eat a Harriman, 12 
82 a . “ EE. E. Kennett, 14 
103 a 3 “A. Balch, 2 
104 ‘ . - Will Ferren, 3 
106 - ve : “John Pearson, 1 
127 ’ * i “Mark Nickerson, 1 
128 fa A " Bisse ~s 3 3 


himself, 10 


le) 


50 


8 


107 
91 
77 
22 
23 
94 
95 
96 
97 
99 

100 

123 

124 

125 

162 

194 

163 

126 
98 

182 


216 
al 
178 


40 


204 
222 
132 


136 
139 
189 
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John L. Frost, surveyor, paid himself, 10 00 
ia) “ec ‘“< 6. “ec 20 00 
sé ’ “ce te ce “ce 12 00 

Jos. E. Burke, rf “Anthony Frost, 3 00 
‘ec 6c “ec “<6 


Charles Lyman, 3 50 


Charles Mason, 10 50 
Elwin Drew, 


3 
John Pearson, 12 25 
ce i John Frost, 4 00 
Ai *; i ‘George Mason, 4 00 
Pr 4 " “Charles Lyman, 3 25 
- i a ‘Charles Mason, 5 25 
| a q ‘“ _G. W. Mason, 8 00 
. 2 > ‘Geo. Nickerson, 88 
‘aes i “ E. E. Kennett, 2 00 
ae Sa “himself, 4 70 
6é (74 66 66 sé 9 13 
. % 7 ae 33 06 
John F. Chick, bridge plank, 18 98 
$1,160 71 
MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. , 

Walter Kennett, keeping tramps, $ 2 50 
. “two tramps, 2 50 

i: provisions furnished John 
Twombly during quarantine, 2 32 

W. G. Martin, medical attendance for Mrs. F. 
A. Gray, 65 00 
W. G. Martin, recording births and deaths, 2725 
. z3 vaccination, 5 00 

4: a medical attention at John Twom- 

bly’s house, and fumigating the house and 
also Hugh Boyd’s buildings, 50 00 
G. A. Nickerson, fighting fire, 5 00 
: i 4 00 


EP + legal advice and expenses, 1 75 


81 


134 
209 

80 
130 


166 
199 

12 
220 
r-§ st 
203 
197 
193 
184 


175 
174 
172 
137 
129 


43 
214 
206 


211 


19 


180 
210 
192 
219 
190 
217 
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Edson C. Eastman. collector, order book and 
stationery, 

Edson C. Eastman, checklists, 

Gilman Bros, merchandise, 

7 goods furnished Mrs. F. A. Gray, 

: . John Twombly 
during quarantine, 

H. C. Harriman, repairing road machine, 

- ts ., snow roller, 

Lula Lyman, care of Mrs. Frank A. Gray, 

Henry Harmon, 1 cord wood for town hall, 

Irving H. Gray, returning three marriages, 

Dr. C. M. Wiggin, recording births and deaths, 

James Thompson, housing snow roller, 

Irving Ambrose, sharpening drills and picks, 

Samuel Ward, cleaning fish screen at outlet of 
Silver Lake, 

Mrs. John Ward, care of lot in cemetery, 

Geo. W. Tibbetts, repairs for road machine, 

G. A. Lyman, express and other expenses, 

I. A. Forrest, Old Home Week, 

Jesse Kennett, goods delivered to John Twom- 
bly during quarantine, 

B. C. Snyder, printing town reports, 

Mrs. Minnie Gerry, public library money, 

John H. Burke, expenses taking Charlie Mason 
to Concord, 

John H. Pearson, repairing snow roller, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 
E. C. Witham, district superintendent, 


éc ‘ 


‘ec ee ‘é 
Ernest E. Kennett, selectman, 
“ec sé sé 


‘ec 


Geo. A. Nickerson, 
“ec eé 


15 


10 ANNUAL REPORT 


“es 


187. Herbert E. Chick, 20 00 

ARF"! = 2% 10 00 

213 R. G. Green, collector, 40 00 

207 Sydney D. Gilman, town clerk, 30 00 

208 Samuel J. Gilman, town treasurer, 15 

183 Hattie L. Chick, school clerk, 2 00 

205 W.G. Martin, M. D., Board of Health, 2 50 

200 John H. Burke, supervisor, 7 50 

221 Jos. E. Burke, 1 50 

212° R: K. Chick; * 7 50 

$427 00 
RECAPITULATION., 

Total receipts, U $6,448 71 

State tax, $ 426 00 

County tax, obo 52 

School treasurer, LAGSL17 

State highway, ; 500 79 

Breaking roads, 619 38 

Highways and bridges, 1,160 71 

Miscellaneous bills, 410 71 

Town officers, 427 00 
a ee 

Balance on hand Feb. 15, 1911, $723 43 


SAMUEL J. GILMAN, Treasurer. 


AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE. 


I, Isaac W. Frost, Auditor for the financial year ending 
February 15, 1911, hereby certify that I have examined the 
foregoing account, and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. | 

ISAAC W. FROST, Auditor. 


00 


Selectmen’s Report. 


To Isaac W. Frost, Auditor for the financial year ending 

February 15, 1911: 

In compliance with Chapter 40, Section 10, of the gen- 
eral laws of the state of New Hampshire we herewith submit 
-a report of all our financial transactions during the past year 
with our vouchers therefore together with a statement of the 
financial condition of the town. 


Total valuation of the town exclusive of Savings 


bank deposits, bonds and town notes, $237,162 00 

‘ Savings bank deposits, 26,826 00 

Resident tax warrant including all taxes, 3,729 18 

Non-resident tax warrant including all taxes, 1,156 36 

ACCOUNT WITH STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

DR. 

Railroad tax due from state, $112 19 

Savings bank tax, 214 61 

Literary fund, 68 67 

Proportion of school fund, 272 00 
CR. 

Treasurer’s receipt for state tax, 426 00 

Check for balance due town, 241 47 


ACCOUNT WITH CARROLL COUNTY. 
| DR. 
County tax, $515 52 
CR. 
County tax, $515 52 


SETTLEMENT WITH COLLECTOR OF TAXES. 
Roscoe G. Green, Collector. 


Resident warrant, $3729 18 
Non-resident warrant, 1,156 36 
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Abatements made and recorded: 


James O. Gerry, on account pans tax, 2 06 
Bert P. Gerry, : 8 06 
Samuel Ward, error, 10 00 
William Salter, work on highway, 10 00 
Fred Bucknell, paid in Freedom, 2 06 
Fred Allard, account water tub, 1 
Arthur Willey, paid in Albany, yi 
Fred Littlefield, 71 2 06 
Herbert Eldridge, out of town, 2 06 
Harry Jones, unable to pay, 2 88 
Charles T. Davis, soldier, 49 
William Leavitt, paid in Freedom, 2 06 
Irving Ambrose, unable ay bay; 8 24 
Charles Mason, 4 2 06 
Z. L. Savary, overtax, 60 
J. E. Burke, water trough, 8 00 
Payments made and charged to town treasurer, 1910, 4,760 70 
Balance due town, Feb. 15, 1911, 65 00 
* >: and; LONE 65 00 
i ‘3 “ 15, 1909, 67 57 
HIGHWAY MONEY. 
Amount not expended, $ 338 64 
Raised for highways and bridges, 1,275 00 
Paid for breaking roads, 1909-1910, 619 38 
Work in summer of 1910, 1,164 46 
Amount not expended, 151-35 
FINANCIAL STANDING OF TOWN, FEB. 15, 1911. 
ASSETS. 
Amount in town treasurer, Feb. 15, 1911, $723 43 
Due From R. G. Green, collector, Feb. 15, 1911, 65 00 
") 15;°1910; 65 00 
rs 66 éé 66 15, 1909, 67 57 
$921 00 
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LIABILITIES. 

Willis C. Kennett, note, $ 434 14 
Ernest E. Kennett, “ 188 09 
Isaac W. Frost, zr 238 61 
Almira W. Frost, “ 66 05 
Fred C. Frost, 66 05 
Highway money not expended, Wht HS es: 
Contracted for printing town reports, 18 00 
Literary fund, 68 67 
Proportion of school fund, 272 00 
Dog license, 73 80 
$1,576 56 

Total liabilities, $1,576 56 

Total assets, 921 00 
; aS 655 56 
Town debt Feb. 15, 1911, 655 56 
4 3 15, 1910, 705 86 
Decrease of town debt, 50 30 


ERNEST E. KENNETT, 
. GEORGE A. NICKERSON, 
HERBERT EE. CHICK, 
Selectmen of Madison, 


St tOR’S CERTIFICATE. 
I, Isaac W. Frost, Auditor for the town of Madison for 
the financial year ending February 15, 1911, hereby certify 
that I have carefully examined the foregoing account and find 


it correctly cast and well vouched. 
ISAAC W. FROST, Auditor. 


: GRAND ARMY REPORT. 


Amount on hand, Feb. 15, 1911, $5 00 
ENOCH L. DREW, Treasurer. 


Sage eas ae Beri was f 
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_ TOWN LIBRARY REPORT. — 
RECEIPTS. 
Maisie | in treasury, February 15, 1910, Bn) 
Library tax, : Sah 
Fines, 4 
DISBURSEMENTS. h 3 
~ Mrs. H. Harriman, services as librarians, 7 hs 
Library supplies, : Be 
Balance in treasury, Feb. 15, 4911, . i ae 
Number of books in library, iat a = 


BINA C. HARM 
MINNIE H. GER ’ 
HATTIE L ne 


School ‘Treasurer’s Report. 


Balance in treasury as per last report, $ 70 73 
Received from town treasurer for current year, 1,665 17 
$1,736 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

1 I. W. Frost, conveying scholars 1909, $ 6 00 
2 _ wood for school, 8 00 
3 Pearl Pitman, teaching, 8 00 
4 Grace Carle, a 16 00 
5 Theo C. Pearson, “ 32 00 
6 A. L. Stacy, cleaning vault, 1 00 
7 Mary Stacy, cleaning school] house, 2 00 
8 John A. Boyle & Co.. blackboard slating, 2 50 
9 Susie Cole, teaching, 8 00 
10 Jane Bickford, cleaning Mason school, 2 00 
11 Bessie M. Raiman, teaching, 91 00 
12 Susie Cole, 88 00 
13 Ruth Kennett fi 84 00 
14 Jennie Harriman, cleaning school house, 2 00 
15 Nora Frost, 2 00 
121. H. Pearson, services on school board, 8 33 
16 cleaning vault, 1 00 
16 “ wood, 59 
17 Jj. W. Tyler, services on school board, 8°33 
18 Mrs. Walter Emerson, cleaning school house, 2 00 
19 Lyle N. Harmon, teaching, 84 00 
20 Miss Hazelton, 113 00 

21 J. R. Thompson, painting and repairing school 
house, 18 50 
214 Theo C. Pearson, feathiny. 40 00 
22 T. B. Nason, whitening, aa 
23 2B. C. Snyder, printing, 7 50 

24 Carrie Littlefield, cleaning school house and 
vault, a 20 
25 Susie L. Cole, teaching, 10 00 
26 Abby Walker, 32 00 
27 Susie L. Cole, “ 100 00 


28 V. Jenness, transporting scholars, 20 00 
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G. A. Lyman, work at Silver Lake school house, 50 
Abby Walker, teaching, 25 00 
John H. Pearson, work at school house, 7 00 
V. Jenness, carrying scholars, 19 75 
Bessie M. Koffman, teaching, 105 00 
Lenora Knapton, ‘. 126 00 
E. C. Witham, cash paid out, Seated 
J. L. Hammett Co., supplies, 9 09 
Jane E. Lovering, teaching, 105 00 
Abby Walker, > 71 00 
L. E. Chamberlain, wood, 8 25 
Gilman Bros., supplies, 29 82 
School district of Eaton, tuition, 95 74 
Susie L. Cole, teaching, 80 00 
Abby Walker, " 24 00 
Jane Lovering, 28 00 
Nute high school, tuition, 54 00 
E. E. Babb & Co., supplies, 11 34 
Ginn & Co., E 18 31 
Houghton Mufflin & Co., supplies, 17 60 
A. C. Kennett, wood, 4 00 
American Book Co., supplies, 20 40 
Educational Pub. Co., suppllies, 9 40 
H. B. Fifield, broom, 50 
E. E. Kennett, salary, 8 33 
3 wood, 1 00 
Chester Savary, fitting wood, ae | 
J. W. Tyler, wood, 9 00 
W. O. Kennett, kindling wood, 2 50 
R. G. Greene, truant officer, 7 SO 
I. W. Frost, wood, 10 00 
J. E. Burke, 5 62 
J. O. Gerry & Son, 11:8} 
$1,736 00 


SYDNEY D. GILMAN, 
School Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE. 


I, Isaac W. Frost, Auditor for the Town of Madison for 
the financial year ending Feb. 15, 1911, hereby certify that I 
have examined the foregoing account and find it correctly 


cast and properly vouched. 
ISAAC W. FROST, Auditor. 


Superintendent’s Report 


To THE ScHOOL BoarRD AND CITIZENS OF Mapison, N. H.: 


It is my privilege to submit for your approval the second 
superintendent’s report. 


There was a time when country schools were as good or 
better than those of the cities, but this is no longer true. ‘The 
city schools have made wonderful advancement during the 
past twenty-five years, while the small country schools have 
only recently begun to improve to any great extent. It was 
professional supervision that advanced urban education; and 
now the rural school systems are being regenerated by the 
same factor. ‘This is something that cannot be done in one 
or even two years, but in Madison, a good start has been 
made, and with the continued hearty co-operation and sup- 
port of the citizens, the schools will continue to improve un- 
til they are up to what thay should be, among the best in the 
state. 

A superintendent estimates a school, not only by one or 
two defects, nor by a few good points, but rather from the 
standpoint of a great many things that must be taken into 
account. However, there are a few fundamentals that always 
demand great consideration, such as attendance, discipline, 
quality of the teacher, and the attitude of the pupils. If the 
desks are being carved and the text books are being scrib- 
bled, the attitude of the pupils is unhealthy, and 
the teacher is a failure. Now our desks and old books 
are in this condition, and they are ever present remind- 
ers to the children of the days when this kind of thing was 
very common. It is obviously ridiculous to think that we 
are educating a boy by teaching him arithmetic and at the 
same time allowing him to be wasteful and destructive. 


ATTENDANCE. 


The last two reports of the State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, covering four years, show an average percent- 
age of 86 for Madison. For the last school year, our per- 
centage of attendance was 88.5. This is an improvement of 
2.5 which is a substancial gain, but it is hoped that all will 
cooperate to lift this above the 90 mark where it belongs. 
The State is making an earnest effort to reduce illiteracy, and 
there is no better way to do this than to improve school at- 
tendance. Every town must do its share if the state is to 
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show an improvement in this important respect. 


LENGTH OF SCHOOL YEAR. 


The state now requires thirty weeks of school in order 
for a school district to receive state aid. Our schools have 
averaged this number, although the winter term both last year 
and this have been badly broken up, largely on account of 
sickness, but partly, it is felt, because the parents have failed 
to realize the value of somuch schooling. It should be known 
that the standard New Hampshire school year is 36 weeks. 
Conway is up to the standard for the first time. Many towns 
as small and smaller than Madison have 34 and 36 weeks. 
It would not be advisable, at present, for Madison to increase 
the school year, because one large jump has already been 
made from 26 to 30. ‘The thing to first strive for, is ‘to have 
everybody feel that their children need at least 30 weeks of 
good schooling, if they are to have anything like an equal 
chance when they grow up, with the children of other pros- 
perous New Hampshire towns. 

If parents keenly felt not only the desirability, but the 
absolute necessity of a full school year, there would be fewer 
absent marks on the registers. Children need six hours of 
hard school work, five days in the week,‘for at least thirty 
weeks in the year. Education is not something that can be 
crammed down children’s throats in large doses at a time, any 
more than can a patient can take a whole bottle of medicine 
at once and be cured. In medical treatment, the doctors ‘tell 
us that time is a necessary factor. It is doubly so in educa 
tion. . . vols 


SCHOOL WoRk. 


Children in the common schools (except podsibey a few 
of the older ones) du not need to take their books home at 
night if they work hard in school during the day. It should 
be borne in mind that what we are trying to do is to develop 
brains, not to stunt them, and it is injurious for children to 
work over six hours with their heads. In fact, this is as long 
as the office forces at Concord, N. H., and Washington, D. 
C., are required to work, and they are grown men. Many 
large private concerns only require five hours work of their 
office forces, and they claim that they will do more real think- 
ing in this shorter time. Now if our schvols are thinking 
schools, and if they are not, the taxpayers are throwing away 
their money; they are eine the pupils enough mental exer- 
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cise right at school, so that the process of educating a child 
is not a stuffing process. It cannot be done in short school 
years with the children working day and night. Rather, it is 
a slow but natural process, and requires a reasonable amount 
of training from day to day, and week to week, for a period 
of many weeks. 


STATE PROGRAM OF STUDIES. 


It is just as important for rural schools to have a program 
of studies as it is for the large village schools. The idea is 
not that we have eight classes, or grades, but we do have the 
graded course to line up by. For us, it is a measuring stick, 
to enable our teachers and parents to tell whether the children , 
are as far advanced as they should be for their ages. Irre- 
spective of size, schools that are following no regular program 
and in which the pupils are repeating the same work over and 
over, year after year, are ungraded according to State Super- 
intendent Morrison. On the other hand, such schools as our 
own, that are attempting to follow a regular program, are 
graded. ‘Thus instead of ungraded, we have rural graded 
schools in Madison. 


EXAMINATIONS. 


The results of my examinations have shown that some 
schools excel in one subject, and some in another. Now what 
is desired is well balanced schools, good in all of the common 
branches. Where the teachers have been unsupervised, there 
has been a perfectly natural tendency to lay the most stress 
on the subjects they liked best. 

Reading and writing have been weak spots, and both of 
these subjects have received special attention. ‘The object 
has been and must continue to be, not merely to teach the 
mechanics of reading, but to develop a taste for good litera- 
ture. 

TEACHERS. 


The quality of our teachers is gradually improving. The 
time has come when no one with less than a complete high 
school or academy training should be allowed to teach. Your 
superintendent has not been able to secure as many state cer- 
tificate teachers as he had hoped to. This has been due to 
the fact that they have been in great demand and have pre- 
ferred the larger towns. However, our Quarry school, which 
was in a very poor condition, has had such a teacher for the 
past year, and the school has been improved considerably. 
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A GOOD INVESTMENT. 


“Tt is not easy for taxpayers to realize that the money 
put into the eduction of the common people comes back in in- 
creasing taxpaying within fifteen years and continues as a 
permanant income. Achild who gets little out of the public. 
schools will pay little or no tax through life, and will be liable 
to make a personal draft on the taxpayers as a pauper, crim- 
inal, or weakling. ‘The more achild gets out of the public 
schools the more tax will he pay and the less liability is there 
that he will be a burden upon the taxpayers. When all excep- 
tions are eliminated, the fact stands that the taxpaying of the 
oridinary man is largely in proportion, directly and indrectly, 
to what is given him in the elemantary school and to what he 
gets out of it.” 

In view of these facts it is hoped that the appropriations 
for the coming year be as liberal as is consistent with the 
continued prosperity of our citizens. 


SILVER LAKE AND MADISON CORNER, 


The schoolrooms in both villages have been made very 
attractive by clean paint and beautiful pictures. At Silver 
Lake an organ and a bookcase have been provided; and a 
good start has been made ona school library. Special ac- 
knowledgments are due Miss Susie L. Cole, and Mrs. J. E. 
Burke, on this account. | 


CONCLUSION. 


In closing this report I wish to thank the citizens, parents 
and especially the pupils for their kindly greetings as I have 
been among them. This has been my chief help and inspira- 
tion in my work. 

Respectfully, 
ERNEST C. WITHAM, 
Superintendent. 


In addition to the Superintendent’s report, the School 
Board, in accordance with chapter 52 session laws of 1909; 
recommend to the selectmen that the following sums for the 
following purposes are necessary for the ensuing year: 1. 
High school tuitions, $54. 2. Textbooks and supplies, $75. 

JAMES W. TYLER, 

JOHN H. PEARSON, 

ERNEST E. KENNETT, 
School Board of Madison. 
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